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RSA workshop on the EU Cohesion Policy: Focus on The Territorial Dimension  
 

0 5 - 0 6  N O V EM B E R  2 0 1 5  

Venue: CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE INSTITUTE OF GEOGRAPHY AND SPATIAL PLANNING. (IGOT) 

- UNIVERSITY OF LISBON CAMPUS - RUA BRANCA EDMÉE MARQUES. 1600-276 LISBOA. 

PORTUGAL 

WORKSHOP FOCUS  
 

In just 24 years (1989-2013), the EU Cohesion Policy has shifted its main strategic intervention goals several 

times. In short, while in earlier times a stronger focus was put on (i) improving human capital; (ii) supporting 

companies; and (iii) building and modernizing physical infrastructures, the present development paradigm, 

expressed in the Europe 2020 Strategy (smart, sustainable and inclusive growth), highlights the need to 

develop a greener and more competitive economy, based on knowledge and innovation, while fostering a 

high-employment economy, which delivers social and territorial cohesion. 

This also reflects the Lisbon Treaty’s recognition that the European Union needs not only to promote social 

and economic cohesion, but also ‘territorial cohesion’. Yet, as the Territorial Agenda (TA2020) from 2011 

expresses, ‘the Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth can only be achieved if the 

territorial dimension of the strategy is taken into account, as the development opportunities of the different 

regions vary’. 

The same document (TA2020), highlights the need to deepen the territorial dimension of EU Cohesion Policy 

by ‘strengthening mechanisms which can ensure the territorial coordination of its interventions; improving the 

territorial dimension of all steps of strategic programming, evaluation and monitoring activities; ensuring 

scope for integrated place-based programmes and projects, and integrating different funds in regional 

strategies’. Achieving this, however, remains a major challenge. This workshop aims to further discuss this 

question and shed new light on three of the main aspects associated with the Territorial Dimension of the EU 

Cohesion Policy, for the next programming cycle (2014-2020). 

The workshop will focus on the following topics: 

1.  Assessing territorial impacts at the various spatial levels 
 
How to effectively implement TIA (Territorial Impact Assessment) procedures in the EU Member States, in 

order to achieve the goal of the present EU Cohesion Cycle in putting more emphasis in assessing the 

results of the implemented projects/programmes? What can be the role of ESPON in perfecting and unifying 

the existing TIA methods and techniques? What is the importance of the urban dimension in the evaluation 

of the EU Cohesion Policy, considering that urban areas absorb the lions-part of the EU structural funds? 

2. Implementing the Territorial Agenda and the European Spatial Development Perspective 
 
How can the EU Cohesion Policy be an effective vehicle in implementing the European Spatial Development 

Perspective (ESDP) and the Territorial Agenda priorities of promoting a more polycentric and balanced 

territorial development? Are the Territorial Agenda’s main goals being included within the territorial 

development strategies of the EU Member States? What are the different storylines and experiences in 

implementing place-based strategies in Europe? 
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3. Achieving territorial cohesion in the EU  

 

The Lisbon treaty goal of promoting ‘economic, social and territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member 

States’ is still a far cry from the reality. How can the EU Cohesion Policy be more effective in contributing to 

the achievement of this ultimate goal of territorial development? What can be the role of Territorial 

Cooperation in this endeavour? How to make the most out of EU Cohesion Policy interventions in less 

developed regions, particularly in times of financial and economic crisis? 
 

 

THE RSA RESEARCH NETWORK ON EU COHESION POLICY 

The Regional Studies Association (RSA) Research Network on EU Cohesion Policy aims at providing a 

forum for debating EU cohesion policy, its effectiveness, impacts, paradoxes, and its future. Through the 

organisation of six highly successful international workshops and of several special sessions at the recent 

RSA conferences, since 2011, the Network has succeeded in bringing together academics investigating EU 

cohesion policy as well as practitioners working with this policy at the EU, national and regional levels. The 

workshops addressed the key issues structuring the debate on the assessment of the effectiveness and 

impacts of EU cohesion policy as well as its reform in the run-up to the 2014-2020 period. The Network 

creates opportunities for inspiring exchanges of ideas, has helped to foster new research collaborations and 

has led to joint publications. 

Network partners: 

 Eduarda Marques da Costa and Eduardo Medeiros, IGOT, University of Lisbon: 
eduarda.costa@campus.ul.pt  / emedeiros@campus.ul.pt; 

 Ida Musiałkowska – Poznań University of Economics:  i.musialkowska@ue.poznan.pl; 

 Laura Polverari and John Bachtler, EPRC, University of Strathclyde: laura.polverari@strath.ac.uk; / 
john.bachtler@strath.ac.uk; 

 Magdalena Sapała (IES) and Nicola Francesco Dotti (COSMOPOLIS), Vrije Universiteit Brussel: 

magdalena.sapala@vub.ac.be / nicola.dotti@vub.ac.be; 

 Marcin Dąbrowski, Department of Urbanism, TU Delft: m.m.dabrowski@tudelft.nl; 

 Oto Potluka, Unviersity of Economics Prague: potluka@vse.cz. 

 

Local Organizers: Eduarda Marques da Costa and Eduardo Medeiros 

 
The Local Organizer institution: 

The Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning (IGOT) – University of Lisbon was created in 2009 and aims 

at promoting geography and planning higher education, advanced training and research. The Centre of 

Geographical Studies (CEG) is the research unit of IGOT. The Centre of Geographical Studies (CEG) is the 

research unit of IGOT. Established in 1943, CEG is the main Portuguese institution conducting research in 

the field of Geography. The research environment at CEG –IGOT benefits from belonging to the 

Universidade de Lisboa, which is the largest and one of the most prestigious universities in Portugal. 

CEG is organised in three Thematic Lines, which coordinate the activities of 7 Research Groups. Currently, 

around 200 researchers, of which 78 PhD graduates, work at CEG. CEG work is global in scope and 

addresses cutting-edge subjects of contemporary Human and Physical Geography and Planning inquiries, 

aiming at contributing to theoretical, methodological and empirical knowledge on the field. CEG owns and 

publishes continuously since 1965 the prestigious journal Finisterra. CEG is involved in several collaborative 

research partnerships and networking activities, both at international and national scales. It also has a high 

quality of research environment and facilities, such as a specialized library and a vast Map Collection. 
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Keynote speakers: 

Prof. Andreas Faludi 

Em.Prof. of Spatial Policy Systems in Europe, Delft University of Technology, NL.Studied architecture and planning at 
the Vienna University of Technology and did his PhD there as well. His academic career started at what is now Oxford 
Brooks University, followed by chairs at Delft University of Technology, the University of Amsterdam and at Radboud 
University Nijmegen, and since 2005 back at Delft where he is now emeritus professor. He also holds occasional 
teaching assignments at Blekinge Institute of Technology in Sweden where he was awarded an honorary doctorate. He 
specialized at planning theory and methodology. He was a British Council Scholar, an Australian-European Fellow, a 
Fulbright Scholar, a Fellow of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in Social Science and the Humanities, a 
European Fulbright Scholar and a Fellow of the Bellagio Rockefeller Center and has been visiting professor at several 
Universities. He has a large number of reference publications in European and world context. He is an Honorary Member 
of the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) and the Association of European Schools of Planning. 

 

Prof. Kai Böhme  

Dr Kai Böhme is director of Spatial Foresight GmbH. He specialises in European regional and territorial research and 

policies, international comparative studies in the fields of regional development policies, spatial planning, and in the 

territorial impacts of sector policies. He has a truly European background and considerable experience in policy advice at 

the European and national level as well as in the management of international applied research and consultancy 

projects. 

Prof. Jacek Zaucha  

Professor of Economic of University of Gdańsk, research fellow of the Maritime Institute in Gdańsk, founder of the 

Development Institute, former Deputy Secretary of the intergovernmental co-operation „Visions and Strategies around 

the Baltic Sea VASAB 2010”, former Chairman of the VASAB working group on ICZM and Maritime Spatial Planning, 

former member of the Senior official group of the Baltic Agenda 21, member of the team of the Scientific Advisers to the 

Polish Ministry of the Regional Development responsible for preparation of the first draft of the National Spatial 

Development Concept, member of the drafting team for updating EU Territorial Agenda, author of two pilot maritime 

spatial plans in Poland, author of more than one hundred scientific publications. 

Prof. Maria Prezioso  

Maria Prezioso is Full professor of Economic Geography and Economics and Territory at Faculty of Economics 

University of Rome Tor Vergata. From 2000, she is European partner and Lead of several European project (ESPON, 

Urbact, ENPI CiBMed, Cadzis, UERA, etc.) by a network of academic research bodies as expert in sustainability and 

cohesive spatial planning, territorial competiveness, regional and municipality development by patented TIA and SEA 

processes (STeMA) and GIS. She is author and editor of more than 250 national and international publications and 

handbooks and board of US Social Sciences journal. She was Rector Responsibility person for Integrated Strategic 

Assessment; is member of the Italian Association of Geographers, expert member of the Italian National Council of 

Public Works and scientific expert and National Contact Point for the ESPON Programme 2013 and 2020 under the 

Italian Ministry of Infrastructures and Transports. Actually she is teaching to bachelor degree and master degree courses, 

and PhD School in Political Geography and PhD School in Management and Local Development; is Director of Academic 

Spin-off ‘STeMA project and of II Level Master MEPE (European Economics and planning for sustainable territorial 

development) and STeMA-GIS Laboratory. 

Wolfgang Petzold 

Wolfgang Petzold is head of unit in the communication department of the European Committee of the Regions, the EU’s 

assembly of regional and local representatives in Brussels since 2008. Before, he worked for ten years for the European 

Commission’s Regional Policy and Employment and Social Affairs Directorate-Generals. Being a sociologist, Wolfgang 

graduated from the University of Bremen in 1983 and began his career in the field of adults’ education and continued 

with EU programme management in a regional ministry for economic and European affairs. He published several books 

and articles on EU cohesion policy and lectures at the University of Applied Sciences in Bremen since 1999. He is 

member of the German branch of the EU Studies Association (AEI), the Regional Studies Association (RSA) and its 

research committee, as well as of the editorial board of the journal European Structural and Investment Funds (EStIF). 
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PROGRAMME 

5 November 2015 

- 14:00  - Registration 

- 14.30  - Opening Session 

- Maria Lucinda Fonseca (President of Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Planning -Universidade de Lisboa) 

- Mário Vale (Director of CEG – Universidade de Lisboa) 
- Eduarda Marques da Costa / Eduardo Medeiros (CEG – Universidade de Lisboa) 

 
- 15:00  Exploring the Territorial Dimension of EU Cohesion Policy 2014-2020: 

Keynote Speaker  
 
Andreas Faludi, Delft Univ.  
The territorial dimension of the EU Cohesion Policy 
 
Wolfgang Petzold, Committee of the Regions   
The role of the Regions in the EU Cohesion Policy 
 
Chair 
José Manuel Simões (CEG – Universidade de Lisboa) 
 

- 16.15  - Books Presentation: 

- Andreas Faludi (Delft Univ.) and Daniel Rauhut (Norwegian Institute for Urban 
and Regional Research, NIBR) 

  Presentation of the book: 
  Services of general interest: European perspectives and national insights, eds. 

Heinz Fassmann, Daniel Rauhut, Eduarda Marques da Costa, Alois Humer, V&R 
publishing House 

 
- Luís Moreno (CEG – Universidade de Lisboa)  
   Presentation of the book: 
   Territorial Impact Assessment, ed. Eduardo Medeiros, CEG-Universidade de 

Lisboa 
 
 

- 16.45  – Welcome Reception/Networking event 
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6 November 2015 

 
8:30  Conference Theme I - Implementing the Territorial Agenda and the ESDP 
               Key Note Speaker: Jacek Zaucha (University of Gdansk) 
               Conference room 

Chair -  Erik Hagen (INTERREG Sweden-Norway) 

09:15 Parallel Session Theme I. 1 - Implementing 
the Territorial Agenda and the ESDP 

 
Conference room 
Chair - Erik Hagen (INTERREG Sweden-Norway) 
 
 

 Dorota Kamrowska-Zaluska and Hanna 
Obracht-Prondzynska: Integrated Territorial 
Investments (ITI) (Gdansk University of 
Technology) 

 Estelle Evrard: The European Grouping of 
Territorial Cooperation (EGTC)(University of 
Luxembourg) 

 Arno Van Der Zwet: Macro-regional Europe in 
the Making (University of Strathclyde) 

 

09:15 Parallel Session Theme II.2 - Assessing 
territorial impacts at the various spatial 
levels  

Room: 1.2 
Chair – Teresa Alves (CEG-IGOT, Universidade de 

Lisboa) 
 

 Pedro Guimarães: Assessing the effectiveness of 
Portuguese retail modernization public 
programmes (CEG-IGOT – Universidade de 
Lisboa) 

 Helen Caraveli and Asimina Christoforou: The 
LEADER Programme as a vehicle in promotion 
social capital in rural regions (Athens University 
of Economics & Business) 

 Mert Kompil et al.: Projecting Land Cover and 
Population Based Changes in Urban Areas (Joint 
Research Centre, European Commission) 

10:30  - Coffee Break 

11.00 Conference Theme II - Assessing territorial impacts at the various spatial levels  
              Key Note Speaker: Kai Böhme (Spatial Foresight GmbH)  
              Conference room 

  Chair - Eduardo Medeiros (CEG-IGOT, Universidade de Lisboa) 

11.45  Parallel Session Theme II.1 - Assessing 
territorial impacts at the various spatial 
levels 

Conference room 
Chair - Eduardo Medeiros (CEG-IGOT, Universidade 

de Lisboa) 
 

 Ugo Fratesi: Impact Assessment of European 
Cohesion Policy (Politecnico di Milano) 

 Mojca Golobic and Naja Marot: Territorial 
impact assessment to improve the vertical and 
horizontal integration of EU policies (Univ. of 
Ljubljana) 

 Jiannis Kaucic and Stephanie Essig: Assessing 
territorial impact at various spatial levels: 
Contributions from ESPON TIA (Austrian 
Institute for Regional Studies and Spatial 
Planning) 

11.45 Parallel Session Theme III.2 - Achieving 
territorial cohesion in the EU 

 
Room: 1.2 
Chair – Nuno Marques da Costa (CEG-IGOT, 

Universidade de Lisboa) 
 

 Gergő Medve-Bálint: Biased territorial 
distribution of the Structural Funds in East 
Central Europe (Hungarian Academy of Sciences) 

 Madalena Fonseca and Sérgio Telésforo: 30 
years of EU Regional Policy: Southern Europe at 
a Glance (Agency for Assessment and 
Accreditation of Higher Education - 
A3ES/University of Oporto) 

 Attila Korompai: Cohesion policy in the trap of 
measuring (Corvinus University of Budapest) 

 Judit Kalman: Effects of EU-Funds on Territorial 
Cohesion - Public and Private Resources for 
Regional Development in Hungary (Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences) 

 
13:00h  - End of Sessions/Lunch free 
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6 November 2015 
 

 
14:30 Conference Theme III - Achieving territorial cohesion in the EU  
                

Key Note Speaker: Maria Prezioso (University of Rome – Tor Vergata) 
              Conference room 

Chair - Eduarda Marques da Costa (CEG-IGOT, Universidade de Lisboa) 
 

 
15.15  Parallel Theme Session III.1 - Achieving 

territorial cohesion in the EU 
 
Conference room 
Chair - Eduarda Marques da Costa (CEG-IGOT, 

Universidade de Lisboa) 
 

 Martijn De Bruijn: The many objectives of 
Cohesion policy: recommendations for a more 
effective post 2020 territorial dimension 
(European Commission) 

 Nicola Brignani, Andrea Gramillano, Roberto 
Palloni, Arta Preku: EUSAIR as an opportunity 
for territorial cohesion in EUROPE (T33, 
Consulting) 

 Gianluigi Coppola, Sergio Destefanis, Giorgia 
Marinuzzi, Walter Tortorella: Structural Funds: 
and effective redistributive policy (Università 
degli Studi di Salerno / Istituto per la Finanza e 
l’Economia Local) 

 
15.15  Parallel Theme Session I.2 - Implementing 

the Territorial Agenda and the ESDP 
 
Room: 1.2 
Chair – Iva Pires (CEG, Universidade de Lisboa) 
 

 Marta Jacuniak-Suda, Jörg Knieling, Andreas 
Obersteg: Urban-rural partnerships in selected 
European metropolitan areas (HafenCity 
University Hamburg) 

 Vincent O’Connell and Reinhard Henke: from 
the peri-urban within Territorial and Cohesion 
policy and programming, the missing imperative 
(Surrey County Council and Metropolitan Region 
FrankfurtRheinMain) 

 Paolo Angelini, Luca Cetara, Serena D’Ambrogi, 
Maria Teresa Idone: Multi-level governance of 
spatial planning for ecological connectivity in the 
Alpine region (Alpine Convention, Ministry for 
the Environment, Land and Sea, Italy) 

 
16:30  - Closing Session 
 
             - Eduardo Medeiros / Eduarda Marques da Costa (CEG-IGOT, Universidade de Lisboa) 
             - Margarida Queirós (Finisterra Journal, Universidade de Lisboa) 
             - José Luís Zêzere (Vice-President of IGOT, Universidade de Lisboa) 

 

 
17:00  - End 
 


